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Hello! I believe Home School is a SPRING CONCERT!
great place to come to daily and support the .
wonderful opportunities for leamning with MOI"Ide, AP"‘" 19: 2010
many awesome children and I have data to 6:30 PM

back up that claim. In the last few years, .
referrals to my office for negative peer Come celebrate Earth Day with

inipmctions: have:gone;down. The refenls Kindergarten and 3rd grade students at
still happen, but the number of referrals has

gone down each year. One of the reasons is our fourth and final concert of the year!
that the district was able to get a grant for a
bully prevention program . The district used
that money to purchase a social emotional

learning curriculum at each grade level . . _
called Second Step for every school. The ﬁ;@.
Second Step program happens once a week
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Mr. Deweese

in each class. During the lesson, staff and
students work on social emotional skills
that include; empathy, impulse control,
problem solving, and anger management.
Through this weekly curriculum activity,
many students have become great role
models for their classmates and [ try to
acknowledge their efforts.

Starting in the second semester, I ask
the teachers to give me the name of a child
that is wonderful at modeling those Second
Step positive behaviors daily. These children
have their picture in the hall for the month,
receive a certificate and ice cream treat
from me. It is a simple but great way to
acknowledge those children who come
school everyday ready to learn and are a

e e Second Step Stars
of the Month
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IMPORTANT ART DATES TO REMEMBER:

9 Square 1 Artorder packets and stickers are sent home: around Feb. 18"

2 Square 1 Art orders are due with payment no later than: Friday March 5"

Order packets for the Square 1 Art Fundraiser will be coming home around February 18", The students did
an amazing job on their artwork and everyone will receive one page of stickers with their artwork on it!
Please consider ordering some of the amazing Square 1 Art products with your child’s artwork on them in
orderto benefit the Home School Art Program! Help us keep our art program successful and get something
timeless in retum! Square 1 Art products make great gifts for Mother’s & Father’s Day, Easter, Grandma
and Grandpa’s Birthdays and much much more!

2 The 2010 Student Art Show, Fourth Grade Wax Museum and Ice Cream Social: T hursd ay, April 29"
from 6-7:30pm!

Come and see the beautiful displays of artwork and the interesting projects which are part of our art

curriculum at every grade level. Each student will have at least one piece ofartwork in the show and
artwork will be labeled with names and organized by grade level so you can easily find your student’s
work. The art show will be located at the front of the school in the foyer outside the gym and nearthe
office. The student work will be outstanding but don’t just come for the art! You can also see the 4" grade
wax museum performances and eat delicious ice cream in the gym and socialize with friends and family!
Comeenjoya great evening at Home School!!

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN ART CLASS:

The Kindergarteners are working on drawing snow globes that tell us all about Chicago and will add lot’s
of snow usin g white tempera. Meanwhile the first graders have been learning how to make pop-up cards
and will soon be exploring how artists express their feelings in their artwork.

The second graders just finished reading Snowmen At Night and used a cray pas watercolorresist technique

to create brightly colored drawings that show what those sneaky snowmen do at night while no one is
watching!

The third graders are finishing up a unit on the color wheel and complimentary colors by completin g their
color wheel name drawings using their full names, nicknames or initials.

The fourth graders are in the midd le o ftheir Japanese
Scroll projects. They learned a lot about Japan and
created drawings inspired by the nature, people and
culture of Japan and now are working on mou nting
their drawin gs and assembling them into a scroll-
style display. For the final touch they will learn about
Japanese brush painting and add Japanese symbols to
their artwork.

The fifth graders are working on drawing their own
imaginary 3D cities. They learned about the horizon
line, the vanishing point and drawing shapes in 3D.

[t’s achallenging project but theyare doing a . WY

wonderful job! .
Snowmen at Night

~Mrs. Dentzer



We are more than haffway through second
grade. It has certainly been exciting to watch the
students inroom 108 grow and develop as learners.

Our new Reading Street series has allowed
students to make connections across subject areas
into social studies and science. Recently we
explored the big question, “What does it mean to be
creative?” This connected to social studies and
science where students studied George Washington
Carver, and other important African-American
inventors. We studied another big question, “How do
things change? How do things stay the same?’
Students connected their leaming to science by
planting gladiolas and oat grass. They are able to
apply their learning of plant lifecycles by observing
the growth of these plants. The study of lifecycle
continues as we l|eamed more about animal
lifecycles. Students are able to identify lifecycle
stages of frogs, turtles, and grasshoppers among
other animals.

Students are working toward being more
fluent readers. Reading fluently enables students to
discuss and analyze what they are reading. During
reading instruction students are able to identify
author’s purpose, draw conclusions, identify cause
and effect, distinguish between fact and opinion and
compare and contrast in and across texts,

Students have now added verbs and
adjectives to their grammar repertoire. Students are
constantly expanding their understanding of the
English language by identifying multiple meaning
words, synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms.
Students are also beginning to manipulate words
and their meanings by adding prefixes and/or
suffixes.

Students continue using Four Square
Writing to compose paragraphs. Students are
proficient at writing a five sentence paragraph with a
main idea, supporting details and a conclusion. They
have mastered using connecting words to provide
transition between ideas. Students are writing more
complex and interesting sentences. Students are
now expected to write more supporting details and
are beginning to writing eight sentence paragraphs.
Students will have a vast portfolio of their writing to
take home at the end of the school year.

Students have developed automaticity in
their basic addition and subtraction skills which is
essential as they work with larger and larger
numbers. Most of our second semester was spent
exploring two-digit addition and subtraction with and
without regrouping (i.e., carrying, borrowing).

As you can see, it has been a busy year so

Ms. Strizak

far.

GRADE NEWS

Second graders continue to work hard this
second semester. They have made so much progress
since the beginning of the school year, and they wil make
even more progress from now unfl the end of the school
year. It is rewarding to see them become good critical
thinkers and problem sdvers as well as more skilfu and
independent.

We have had great discussions during reading
class. Student like to work in groups to discuss imporfant
story questions, defails, and events. They do a prety good
job of listening b each other. We will continue b work on
this skil since it is an importent skill, because it provides an
opportunity to improve expression, understand cther points
of view, analyze information, and show respect toward
peers. We continue to practice our fluency with partner,
choral, and circle reading. In circle reading, the students sit
in a circle and we go around reading one sentence at a
time.

Students have been practicing a lot of addition
and subtraction in math. They have leamed many
strategies to help them add and subtract They have
leamed to count on by ones and tens, using doubles and
doubles-plus-one, making ten fames, adding three
numbers by adding two first, drawing a picture for story
problems, indng clue words for story problems such as
altogether and have lef, fact families, and using addition
facts to help them with subtraction facts and vice-versa.
The greakst challenge for hem has been leaming
regrouping with addifon and subtracfon (carying and
borrowing). It was confusing at first, but we have been
practicing it so it can be a solid skill in third grade. We aso
took an ISAT practice test to help students prepare for next
year. Please keep practicing addition and subtraction at
home and keep reinforcing these strategies.

It was geat that the students leamed about
germs in science. With the winter season came the flu
season, and it was very helpful for hem o learn about the
spreading of germs. The students were able to protect
themselves better when they leamed what germs are, how
they work, and what can be done to prevent them fom
making us il. We read about germs, made models of them,
and wrote about them. The students are currently leaming
about interacfions of living things.

In sccial studies, sudents leamed the difference
between a cily, stake, country, and confinent. We went over
the seven continents and four oceans that make up our
world. They also learned Ilinois state symbals such as our
state bird, tree, flower, and flag. Our hulletin board has
wonderful ilustrations of landforms and bodies of water
that the students drew. Teking cae of our natud
resources was another topic we discussed.

Asyou can see, we havebeen reading, thinking,
discussing, and doing a lot. Remember to have your child
read, do homework, and study their spelling words every
day. Helping your child succeed is the best thing you can
doas a parent!

Ms. Mena






